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“Tell no one what I’ve given you.”

Until he got that cryptic warning, Christopher Rowe was happy, learning how 
to solve complex codes and puzzles and creating powerful medicines, potions, 
and weapons as an apprentice to Master Benedict Blackthorn—with maybe an 
explosion or two along the way.

But when a mysterious cult begins to prey on London’s apothecaries, the trail 
of murders grows closer and closer to Blackthorn’s shop. With time running 
out, Christopher must use every skill he’s learned to discover the key to a 
terrible secret with the power to tear the world apart.

In his stunning debut novel, Kevin Sands brings readers on a heart-stopping 
adventure rich with suspense, mystery, and unforgettable characters.

LEXILE 630

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSOJNWvuxQA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSOJNWvuxQA


Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature 
and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to 
count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with 
anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her 
from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now.
 
Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents 
both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. 

LEXILE 770

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yrz41FH6OMM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yrz41FH6OMM


"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My 
sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m 
delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and 
his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has 
more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell 
his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel 
of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander.

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the 
court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their 
story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire 
family.

LEXILE 750

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppfOEp73H3s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppfOEp73H3s


A single second. That’s all it takes to turn a world upside down.

Twelve-year-old Nella Sabatini’s life is changing too soon, too fast. Her 
best friend, Clem, doesn’t seem concerned; she’s busy figuring out the 
best way to spend the “leap second”—an extra second about to be 
added to the world’s official clock. The only person who might 
understand how Nella feels is Angela, but the two of them have gone 
from being “secret sisters” to not talking at all.

Then Angela’s idolized big brother makes a terrible, fatal mistake, one 
that tears apart their tight-knit community and plunges his family into a 
whirlwind of harsh publicity and judgment. In the midst of this 
controversy, Nella is faced with a series of startling revelations about 
her parents, friends, and neighborhood. As Angela’s situation 
becomes dangerous, Nella must choose whether to stand by or stand 
up. Her heart tries to tell her what to do, but can you always trust your 
heart? The clock ticks down, and in that extra second, past and 
present merge—the future will be up to her.

LEXILE 580
Sorry, no Book Trailer



Flora starts off her 10th summer by promising her mother that she'll spend 
more time reading real books, and less time poring over the pages of her 
favorite superhero comics. But neither she nor her mother could have 
predicted that her summer would be one long superhero adventure, starring 
none other than Flora and her new pet squirrel, Ulysses. Ulysses gains 
super-squirrel strength after being sucked into a vacuum cleaner, and he 
changes the Buckman family's lives, renewing a sense of hope and optimism 
in Flora. 

LEXILE 520

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6cdkkJvgaA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6cdkkJvgaA


Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds with 
personalities that are explosive when they clash. But they are also four kids 
chosen for an elite middle school track team—a team that could qualify them 
for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all have a lot 
to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to 
themselves.

Ghost has a crazy natural talent, but no formal training. If he can stay on 
track, literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. But 
Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all starting with running 
away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and 
his mother through their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, 
aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing problems—and 
running away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who 
blew his own shot at success by using drugs, and who is determined to keep 
other kids from blowing their shots at life

LEXILE 730
Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M32lxvwxwEc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M32lxvwxwEc


When Lily's blind dog, Lucky, slips his collar and runs away across the 
wide-open blueberry barrens of eastern Maine, it's Salma Santiago who 
manages to catch him. Salma, the daughter of migrant workers, is in the small 
town with her family for the blueberry-picking season. 

After their initial chance meeting, Salma and Lily bond over painting bee boxes 
for Lily's grandfather, and Salma's friendship transforms Lily's summer. But 
when Salma decides to run in the upcoming Blueberry Queen pageant, they'll 
have to face some tough truths about friendship and belonging. Should an 
outsider like Salma really participate in the pageant-and possibly win?

Set amongst the blueberry barrens and by the sea, this gorgeous novel by 
Newbery Honor author Cynthia Lord tackles themes of prejudice and friendship, 
loss and love.

LEXILE 690

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qX23vUGcCD4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qX23vUGcCD4


Moving to Vermont after his parents split, Miguel has plenty to worry 
about! Tía Lola, his quirky, carismática, and maybe magical aunt 
makes his life even more unpredictable when she arrives from the 
Dominican Republic to help out his Mami. Like her stories for adults, 
Julia Alvarez’s first middle-grade book sparkles with magic as it 
illuminates a child’s experiences living in two cultures.

LEXILE 630

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJqqSlIrEOs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJqqSlIrEOs


Everyone in Emma's family is special. Her ancestors include 
Revolutionary War spies, brilliant scientists, and famous 
musicians--every single one of which learned of their extraordinary 
destiny through a dream. 
For Emma, her own dream can't come soon enough. Right before 
her mother died, Emma promised that she'd do whatever it took to 
fulfill her destiny, and she doesn't want to let her mother down. 
But when Emma's dream finally arrives, it points her toward an 
impossible task--finding a legendary treasure hidden in her town's 
cemetery. If Emma fails, she'll let down generations of 
extraordinary ancestors . . . including her own mother. But how can 
she find something that's been missing for centuries and might be 
protected by a mysterious singing ghost? 

LEXILE 670

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEu5evER12I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEu5evER12I


Bennett Robinson loves baseball, especially watching Dodgers games with his dad while 
munching on burgers and fries—the perfect “game food.” Baseball even helped Bennett 
and his dad get over his mom’s death from cancer. But there’s no way Bennett could ever 
play baseball. Bennett is fat, the kind of fat that gives you belly button sweat stains and 
makes it tough to get off a sagging couch. But on one perfect, baseball-watching day, 
everything changes. Bennett’s dad is taken away on a stretcher, and Bennett doesn’t 
know if he will live or die. Now Bennett has to move in with know-it-all Aunt Laura. And 
she’s making it her personal mission to Get Bennett Healthy. Bennett knows that Aunt 
Laura will take over his entire life if he lets her. It’s time for Bennett to step up to the plate. 
Because maybe there are some things a Fat Boy can do...like talk to a girl, run a mile, and 
maybe even save his own life. Erin Fry explores the issue of obesity with heart, depth, and 
humor in this unforgettable debut novel.

LEXILE 620

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFzxWnt33YM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFzxWnt33YM


Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two younger sisters, Vonetta and 
Fern. She's had to be, ever since their mother, Cecile, left them seven years ago 
for a radical new life in California. But when the sisters arrive from Brooklyn to 
spend the summer with their mother, Cecile is nothing like they imagined.

While the girls hope to go to Disneyland and meet Tinker Bell, their mother sends 
them to a day camp run by the Black Panthers. Unexpectedly, Delphine, Vonetta, 
and Fern learn much about their family, their country, and themselves during one 
truly crazy summer.

This moving, funny novel won the Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction and the 
Coretta Scott King Award and was a National Book Award Finalist. Delphine, 
Vonetta, and Fern's story continues in P.S. Be Eleven and Gone Crazy in 
Alabama.

LEXILE 750

Book Trailer
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/on
e-crazy-summer-book-trailer/

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/one-crazy-summer-book-trailer/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/one-crazy-summer-book-trailer/


Rose Howard has OCD, Asperger's syndrome, and an obsession 
with homonyms (even her name is a homonym). She gave her dog 
Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to 
Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Rain was a lost dog 
Rose's father brought home. Rose and Rain are practically 
inseparable. And they are often home alone, as Rose's father spends 
most evenings at a bar, and doesn't have much patience for his 
special-needs daughter.

Just as a storm hits town, Rain goes missing. Rose's father shouldn't 
have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means 
leaving her routines and safe places to search. Rose will find Rain, 
but so will Rain's original owners.

LEXILE 720

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1ixz0z6W4A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1ixz0z6W4A


Chase's memory just went out the window. Chase doesn't remember falling 
off the roof. He doesn't remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, 
remember anything. He wakes up in a hospital room and suddenly has to 
learn his whole life all over again . . . starting with his own name. He knows 
he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he sees that 
different kids have very different reactions to his return. Some kids treat him 
like a hero. Some kids are clearly afraid of him. One girl in particular is so 
angry with him that she pours her frozen yogurt on his head the first chance 
she gets. Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who Chase is--it's a question 
of who he was . . . and who he's going to be. 

LEXILE 730

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf56kldZo78

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf56kldZo78


Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the trash picker. 
Arthur had his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the arm, 
not the head. But none of that matters to the judge—he is ready to 
send Arthur to juvie forever. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man himself 
who offers an alternative: 120 hours of community service . . . 
working for him.

LEXILE 760

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4I9ehklKz04

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4I9ehklKz04


David can eat an entire sixteen-inch pepperoni pizza in four minutes and thirty-six 
seconds. Not bad. But he knows he can do better. In fact, he’ll have to do better: 
he’s going to compete in the Super Pigorino Bowl, the world’s greatest 
pizza-eating contest, and he has to win it, because he borrowed his mom’s credit 
card and accidentally spent $2,000 on it. So he really needs that prize money. 
Like, yesterday. As if training to be a competitive eater weren’t enough, he’s also 
got to keep an eye on his little brother, Mal (who, if the family believed in labels, 
would be labeled autistic, but they don’t, so they just label him Mal). And don’t 
even get started on the new weirdness going on between his two best friends, 
Cyn and HeyMan. Master talent Pete Hautman has cooked up a rich narrative 
shot through with equal parts humor and tenderness, and the result is a 
middle-grade novel too delicious to put down.

LEXILE 660

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl7zy9sBgoE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl7zy9sBgoE


Eleven-year-old Stella misses her (unreliable) mom, but she loves it at 
great-aunt Louise’s house. Louise lives on Cape Cod, where Stella hopes her 
mom will someday come and settle down. The only problem? Angel, the foster 
kid Louise has taken in. The two girls live together but there’s no way they’ll 
ever be friends.

Then Louise suddenly passes away one morning—and Stella and Angel 
decide not to tell anyone. Now they have to depend on each other for survival. 
Now they are forced to trust each other with the biggest secret ever.

With great empathy and humor, Sara Pennypacker tells the story of two very 
different girls who unexpectedly become each other’s true family.

LEXILE 670

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q90zzuVFvi0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q90zzuVFvi0


Everyone says that it was an accident... that sometimes things "just 
happen". But Suzy won't believe it. Ever. After her best friend dies in a 
drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true cause of the 
tragedy was a rare jellyfish sting. Retreating into a silent world of 
imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it means 
traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly heartfelt journey explores 
life, death, the astonishing wonder of the universe...and the potential 
for love and hope right next door.

LEXILE 740

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnH7Rtysh7o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnH7Rtysh7o


When her fifth-grade teacher hints that a series of lessons about 
home and community will culminate with one big answer about two 
tall towers once visible outside their classroom window, Dèja can't 
help but feel confused. She sets off on a journey of discovery, with 
new friends Ben and Sabeen by her side. But just as she gets closer 
to answering big questions about who she is, what America means, 
and how communities can grow (and heal), she uncovers new 
questions, too. Like, why does Pop get so angry when she brings up 
anything about the towers? 

LEXILE 410

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cvm-LSKc5v4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cvm-LSKc5v4


Armani Curtis can think about only one thing: her tenth birthday. 
She's having a party, her mama is making a big cake, and she has 
a good feeling about a certain wrapped box. Turning ten years old 
is a big deal to Armani. It means she's older, wiser, more 
responsible. But when Hurricane Katrina hits the Lower Nines of 
New Orleans and tears her world apart, Armani realizes that being 
ten means being brave, watching loved ones die, and mustering 
all her strength to help her family weather the storm. A gripping 
story of courage and survival, Upside Down in the Middle of 
Nowhere celebrates the power of hope and love in the face of the 
unthinkable.

LEXILE 750

Book Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvBpIaiP9pU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvBpIaiP9pU

